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PATHOLOGICAL. 

—Serous Cysts in the Cerebellum .—Under this 
heading, in the August number of the “ American Jour. 
Med. Sciences,” Dr. Williamson gives us his reasons for 
thinking that serous cysts of the cerebellum are origin¬ 
ally, in most cases, the result of tumor-growth. The 
reasons for this assumption are as follows: 

1. The history and symptoms have been those of 
cerebellar tumor. 

2. Intra-cranial tumors are especially liable to undergo 
cystic degeneration when situated in the cerebellum. 

3. So-called simple serous cysts are exceedingly rare. 

4. In many cases which have been looked upon as 
simple cysts, minute examination has revealed a very 
small mass of tumor-growth at some part of the wall. 

5. Hence, no case can be classed as a simple cyst 
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unless careful examination of portions from every part of 
the cyst-wall has revealed no tumor-growth. 

6. The amount of new-growth may be so minute as to 
measure only by -fa of an inch in the wall of a cyst 
nearly the size of a pigeon’s egg. 

7. If the cystic degeneration can be so marked that 
only a patch of new-growth of the above dimensions is 
left, it seems not improbable that in some cases the whole 
of the tumor may disappear and only a cyst remain, or 
the remaining tumor-growth will be so small as to escape 
detection. 

Considering the above conclusions as reliable, the 
author thinks, in view of the fact that removal of cere¬ 
bellar tumors is almost uniformly unsuccessful, that to 
trephine the skull and puncture the cerebellum with a 
fine hypodermic needle, in hope that the lesion is one of 
tumor which has undergone cystic degeneration, is a jus¬ 
tifiable procedure. In the majority of the cases the 
growth would be solid, but in some the lesion would be 
cystic; and if such were the case, drainage might be 
followed by good results. J. C. 


CLINICAL. 

— Contribution to the Prognosis in Traumatic 
Neurosis. —Dr. Morton Prince (“American Jour. Med. 
Sciences,” July, 1892) reports three cases of traumatic 
neurosis—two of which have already persisted twenty- 
nine years, and one twenty-eight years—as instances of 
the extreme length of time that such disabilities may 
persist, and that without obvious external cause therefor. 
Two of the cases were examples of monoplegia and one 
an example of hysterical hemiansesthesia and hemiplegia. 
The cases were in every way typical, and serve to indi¬ 
cate the duration that hysterical paralysis has in some 
instances. J. C. 

—A Case of Athetosis Jii/aterat is. —F. P. Norbury, 
M.D. (“Med. Fortnightly,” April, 1892). The patient has 
been insane for about eight years. His inheritancy was 
insanity from mother’s side and intemperance from father. 
The athethosis began apparently about two years after 
the appearance of the mental disorder. 

The muscular spasm appeared first in the fingers and 
toes, and gradually the hands, arms, face, neck, and 
tongue were involved. The lower extremities were im¬ 
plicated very early in the progress of the disease. The 



